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Parental Childcare and Employment Policy

“Collision or Complementarity?“

Hosted by the

Czech Presidency at the EU Council

and

 the Deputy Prime Minister 

& Minister of Labour and Social Affairs 

of the Czech Republic

Supported by the 

European Commission

Prague Congress Centre

Prague, Czech Republic

 5 to 6 February, 2009



PROGRAMME

(Tentative)



5 February – Thursday

11:00                 Registration of participants

12:00 – 13:00    Welcome drink and coffee

13:00 – 13:30   Welcome and opening remarks

· Petr Nečas, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Labour and Social Affairs, Czech Republic

for the Czech Presidency                    

· Vladimir Špidla, European Commissioner

· Mara Carfagna, Minister for Equal Opportunities and Family, Italy (tbc)

· Ursula von der Leyen, Federal Minister for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth, Germany (tbc)

13:30 – 14:20       Introductory speech

· Paul Kirchhof, Institute of Financial and Tax Law, University Heidelberg, Germany

Discussion

14.20 – 14.40   Coffee break

6 February – Friday

8:00    Registration of participants

9:00 – 9:20      Introductory speech to the 2nd day

· H. E. Ennio Antonelli, Pontifical Council for the Family, Holy See

9:20 – 10:35    Forms of public financial support

                        for parents in day-long childcare

· Guillermo Barrios Baudor, Rey Juan Carlos University,  Madrid, Spain

· Günter Danhel, Institute for Marriage and Family, Austria

· Stéphane Buffetaut, European Economic and Social Committee, Sustainable development observatory, Belgium

· Wolfgang Mazal, Austrian Institute for Family Studies, Austria 

Discussion

10:35 – 10:50   Coffee break

10:50 – 12:00    Comparison of alternative forms

of support of childcare in various

EU Member States:

Complementarity of parental and

innovative forms of non-parental

childcare

· Allan C. Carlson, The Howard Center, The Family in America Studies Center, USA

· Marta Korintus, Institute for Social Policy and Labour, Hungary

· Helen Penn, University of East London, United Kingdom 

· François Héran, National Institute for Demographic Studies, France (tbc)

Discussion

12:00 – 13:30     Lunch

Prague Congress Centre, 1st floor


14:40 – 16:10    Modern family policy and its 

relation to employment and equal opportunities

· Anna Záborská, Chairwoman, Committee for Women Rights, European Parliament 

· Spiridon Paraskewopoulos, University of Leipzig, Germany

· Lubomír Mlčoch, Institute of Economic Studies, Charles University Prague, Czech Republic

Discussion

16:10 – 16:30   Coffee break

16:30 – 18:15   Parenthood as an occupation

· Jay Belsky, Institute for the Study of Children, Families and Social Issues, Birkbeck University of London, United Kingdom 

· Catherine Hakim, Sociology Department, London School of Economics, United Kingdom

· Wolgang Bergmann, Institute of Child Psychology, University Hannover, Germany

· Simon Chapple, OECD, France 

Discussion

20:00 – 23:00    Welcome Dinner

Prague, hotel Holiday Inn,

restaurant Esprit – Orangerie

13:30 – 14:45    Competencies in the family 

policy at national, supranational 

and international levels

· Ján Mazák, European Court of Justice, advocate general (tbc)

· Josef Isensee, Faculty of Law and Political Science, University Bonn, Germany

· Yves Roland-Gosselin, COFACE (Confederation of Family Organisations in the European Union)

· Eleonore Hostasch, Chairwomen, European Commission's Experts Group on Demographic Issues, Belgium

Discussion

14:45 – 15:15   Coffee break

15:15 – 16:00    Round Table: Panel Discussion

with representatives of NGOs

· Albin Nees, German Union of Family Affairs, Germany

· Jana Jamborová, New Women for Europe

· Jana Hainsworth, EUROCHILD, Belgium

· Myria Vassiliadou, European Women´s Lobby, Belgium (tbc)

16.00 – 16.30    Closing speeches

· Presentation by the Trio - Presidency 

       (France, Czech Republic, Sweden)

Jérôme Vignon, European Commission

17:00 – 17.30     Shuttle transfers - departures

· Prague Congress Centre – Prague Ruzyne Airport
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